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Spurs rally Steele tops Brennan 31-3 
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Thunder O’Connor stays alive, 


San Antonio overcomes | beating Clemens 34-24 
a 23-point deficit. Page CI | Sports, C4 
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Canceling 
STAAR 
exam may 
hurt Texas 


Federal funding 
could be halted 


By Jacob Carpenter 


‘Texas could lose “essentially all” federal fund- 
Nery Lara 7 San Antonio Express tiews | ing for public schools — about $6 billion in the 


Biology majors Alex Cantrell and Jade Evenstad, both 18, hang out at St. Mary's University this week. Yast scadentie year — if state leaders eeel ian- 
gy maje J 18, hang ii ity dardized tests in response to the disruption 


St. Mary’s seeking $130M for students, campus | tyaezersitel (enero pot 


hurricane and subsequent flooding. Classes were 


By Lauren Caruba in an interview. “This is a really | canceled across the Houston and Gulf Coast re- 
stare warte gigantic step for us.” gion after Harvey, with 
St. Mary's graduates are avid | several districts missing  “There’s no 
As St, Mary's University an- contributors two weeks of instruction. 


“Lam proud to have received | A change.org petition ask- Precedent for 
my degree from St. Mary's be- | ing state leaders todrop that in federal 
cause in addition to an out- | the tests this year has col- ya 
standing education, the Mari- | lected about 240,000 signa- history. 


nounced a $130 million capital 
campaign Friday night, it already 
had $105 million in the kitty, in- 
cluding $1 million or more from 


each of 24 alumni. anist brothers instilled in me | tures. Tesas Edvcation 
It’s the largest such campaign the work ethic and dedication But Morath told state Commissioner Mike 
in the school’s history, part of the that helped me achieve a suc- | lawmakers this week that Moruth on the state 


cessful career," NuStar Energy | unless the state securesa etting a waver on 
Chairman Bill Greehey said in a | waiver, skipping the State STAAR exams 
statement, A1960 alumnus, he | of Texas Assessments of 

is the business school's name- | Academic Readiness, or 

sake, “But more important! STAAR, would put Texas in violation of federal 
they also taught me that you are | law: That would threaten funding from Washing- 
never truly a success unless you. | ton, which accounts for about 10 percent of the 


university's bid to become one of 
the pre-eminent private institu- 
tions in the region. The money 
will go toward everything from 
constructing new buildings to 
bolstering student financial aid 
packages. 


University President Thomas Edvard Omelas / San amonio Esprese-vews | Share your success with others.” | state's school funding. 
Mengler publicly announced the Founded in 1852, St. Mary'sis | “We don't think a waiver could be or would be 
fundraising, dubbed the “Defin- | St. Mary's University Professor of Management | the oldest college in San Anto- | granted,” Morath said. “There's no precedent for 
ing Moment Comprehensive | K, Matthew Gilley (from left), university nio. The Catholic and Marianist | that in federal history. 

Campaign,” on Friday at the | President Thomas Mengler and NuStar Energy | private school currently enrolls. | The comments by Morath and local school 
Marriott Rivercenter. Chairman Bill Greehey, a St. Mary's graduate, | around 2,300 undergraduate | leaders reinforce the widespread belief that Texas 
“This isa hig moment for St. | talk before the announcement of the “Defining | students and more than 3,600 | students will take the state's standardized tests 
Mary's University,” Mengler said | Moment Comprehensive Campaign.” St. Mary's continues on A13 ‘Schools continues on Aut 


Texas Dems’ hopes up | Arrests tied to E. Side violence 
after others’ victories |, .o<jinked 


By Peggy Fikac results in Virginia and else- to drive-by that 


AUSTIN BUREAU where show that Democrats 


here should “run with atruly | killed boy, 4 


AUSTIN — Texas Democrats | progressive message that reso- 


are drawing hope from wins | nates with workers, with the 
around the country, but they | middle class, with communities | By Guillermo Contreras 
don't agree on exactly how to | of color, with young people.” | starr warren 
apply those election lessons to | That means a "rights" mes- 
reverse a losing streak that has | sage, he said: immigrant rights, | Federal authorities on Friday 
left them without a statewide | reproductive rights, voting | arrested nine suspected gang 
victory here for more than two | rights, and civil rights that | members whose alleged clash 
decades. encompass the LGBTQ com- | with rivals is blamed for much 

Do they run with a hard-left | munity along with racial and | of the violence on the East Side, 
message to stir a Democratic | ethnic groups. including the drive-by shooting 
base distraught over actions by | “There is no great hunger for | ofa 4-year-old bo ; š 
President Donald Trump and. | Democratic conservatives any- | The late-night July 19 shoot- poorer eer 
statewide Republican officials? | where right now. Tdon't even | ing death of 4-year-old De- 
Ordo they present a moderate | know what that means,” Espi- | Earlvion Whitley at his home | Joyon “Lil Jojo" Deante Stewart, 24 (from left); Dai Vonte 
message to appeal to Repub- | noza said. “Part of the problem | was in retaliation over a shoot- | paaa pence cei and James “Showtime” Bilal Ali, 34; 
licans who may no longer see | is we have moderated our mes- | ing that occurred earlier that : 


themselves reflected in the sage in the past. We have tried | day, according to court docu- | among10 indicted Wednesday 

increasingly far-right GOP? | to be ‘Republican lite’ When | ments and statements madein | — one was already in custod! 
For Ed Espinoza, executive | you try to be ‘Republican Lite,’ | court Friday. — bya federal grand jury on 

director of Progress Texas, the Dems continues on A13 | ‘The nine arrested Friday are | charges of distributing crack 
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E Ancira Made E- AEN gal 
BANORE My Car Payment) CP E eae 


Celebrating 45 Years `s They Can Make 
Someone EVERYDAY will have Yours Too! 


‘one month’s car payment made! 


i ANCRA (! 
ENTIRE CAR LOAN PAID OFF! 


cocaine and conspiracy. Among 
sm is the boy's father, Earl 
Whitley Jr. 
“Arrests continues on Ait 
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